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Lux k ix 35 


But he turned, and rebuked them, 
and ſaid, Ye know not what man- 


ner of ſpirit ye are of ; for the 
fon of man is not come to deſtroy 
mens lives, but to ſave them. 


H ſtate of the world when chriſti- 
WT IE anity was introduced, rendered it ne- 
5 1 ceſſary that its authority, as from 
bod, ſhould be eſtabliſhed by mira- 
cles: but even thoſe miracles amidſt their varie- 
and numbers, received their confirmation as 
divine, from the excellency of the doctrines and 
precepts they were to atteſt, Whatever our Sa- 
viour had wrought of that kind, they had been 
but lying wonders, or wonders confirming lyes, 
had not the religion it ſelf, he came to eſtabliſh, 
been in all reſpects moſt worthy af God, and 
adapted to the perfection and happineſs of man- 
kind, both as in ſocieties, and as individuals. 
But this chriſtianity undeniably is, as it pro- 
claims war with every vice, enjoining every vir- 
tue; as it commands the ſubduing of every 
brutiſh appetite and hurtful paſſion, and culti- 
vates the moſt amiable benevolent diſpoſitions, 
as an imitation of the bleſſed God, and the very 
pifture and life of its divine author : and this it 
declares as its deſign and complection with the 
greateſt plainneſs, and in the ſtrongeſt expreſ- 
14 2 ſion. 


| Non, Of all the religions thi in the world, we 
might have thought this the leaſt liable to be 


. e ⁵¼ , * —— —_— = . 
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viour's to his diſciples, w 


in brief this. 


abuſed as a pretence for, or juſtification of re. 
venge, cruelty, and miſchief : but this hath too 
often been the caſe : inſomuch, that were we to. 
have judged of it by the practice and ſpirit of 


ſome who ſtile themſelves chriſtians, we muſt 
have difclaimed it in honour to God, and de- 
teſted it for its very pretenſions to an heavenly 


original. 0 FAS 

This very day is ſet apart by authority in ab- 
horrence G. the principles, and in grateful com. 
memoration of our deliverance from the deſigns 
of a party and church, who ſtile themſelves Ca- 
tholick, and would be thought the only true 
Chriſtians: principles and deſigns, not merely 
of this or that particular perſon among them; 


but avowed and approved by them as a body ; 


that make a part, and no inconſiderable part 
of their religion. This, millions have'experien- 


ced in ſucceſſive ages; and by one tragedy after 
another, every one that can ſee, or dare to ſpeak, 


muſt acknowledge, that a kingdom can't be 
more miſerable than to be under the power 
of thoſe catholick chriſtians. But amidſt the 
blefled conſequences of a revolution that provi- 
dence wrought in our favour, this is one of the 
greateſt, that we have the liberty of our bibles; 
whereby we are ſure, if it be poſſible to judge 


of our Saviour's meaning by the cleareſt expreſ- 


ſions, that heir ſpirit is not the ſpirit of Chriſt; 
that their zeal, principles, and practices are not 


from above. The truth of this is abundantly 


evidenced by this ſharp reproof of our Sa- 
Kich we have propoſed 


to conſider to that end, The occaſion of it was 


Qur 


| 1281 of 

Our Saviour intending for Feruſalem, ſent two 
of his diſciples before him, to provide ſome ac- 
commoda tions for him in a village inhabited * 
e _— he _ TY | 
: un elt ciples, or 
: fore obſervations they 84 that he was ory 
up thither, refuſed to give him a reception or 
ſupply : upon this uſage of their Mafter, the 
dilaples break out into a warm reſentment, and 
ſollicite leave to deſtroy them by fire from hea- 
ven. Our Saviour turns upon them; denoting 
his ſurprize and diſpleaſure too, and rebukes 
them; telling them, They knew not what mam: 
0 of. ſpirit they were of: i. e. They did not confi. 

er what temper it was that — and influen- 
ced them; they did not attend to the ſpring and 

nature of this emotion of their minds: by which 
he pronounces it evil, and condemns it: it was 
plainly in effect declaring, twas not the temper 
and diſpoſition that his octrine encouraged, or 
was to be allowed in his diſciples; but the con- 
trary; for, ſays he, the ſon of man bimſelf, came 
not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them; and 
therefore cannot employ you on ſuch an errand, 
or permit ſuch a diſpoſition in you his diſciples. 
A fuller explication of theſe words we may won 
in conſidering, 


I. What the ſpirit and Aiſpoſitions of the diſiple 
at this time was towards the Samaritans. £ 
II. What it was that our Saviour reproved 
therein, and proteſted againſt : which will 
of courſe lead us to ſhew, that wherever that 
ſpirit and diſpoſition 1 is, upon whatever pre- 
rence, it is equally antichriſtian and con- 
demned by our Lord. R r 
FE Let: > 


E 


I. Let us briefly ſee what the ſpirit and diſpo- 


ſition of the diſciples was at this time towards 


the Samaritans. And in order to have a full re- 
preſentation of it, *tis requiſite to conſider, how 
matters ſtood! between the Fews and Samaritans 
before this incident. The Samaritans were ori- 


ginally made up of different nations, all heathens, 


planted in Samaria by the king of Myria, after 
he had extirpated the people of [/rael :. The 


Jeu were under a command not to make inter- 


marriages with any foreign nations 2: but whilft 
they were in captivity in Babylon they regarded 
not the command 3, Upon their return they 


continued the ſame practice; and amongſt others, 
the ſon of Foiada the high prieſt contracted an 
alliance with the daughter of the governor of 


Samaria. Nehemiab the prophet attempting the 
reformation of this enormity, this ſon of Foiada 
the prieſt, with other Fews fled to Samaria, and 
took protection under his father-in-law the go- 


vernor of the place. Upon a conſiderable num- 


ber of the Fews coming thither, the governor 
builds a temple for them, in oppoſition to the 


temple at Feruſalem, where God had in a parti- 


cular manner appointed the 7ews to worſhip him. 
This occaſioned ſuch a rancour in the Fews to- 
wards thoſe they called Samaritans, that they 


- publiſhed a bitter curſe againſt them; forbidding 


all dealings and communications with them, and 
even denying them common civility. Thus it 
continued to our Saviour's time, as appears from 
the woman of Samaria's aſking our Lord, how 
be being a Jew, asked a refreſhment of water from 
ber who was a woman of Samaria? to which is 
added as the reaſon of her wonder, that the Jews 
v3 ines xvi. md vil. 3. * Erni ix. 2. 


had 


(7] 


had no dealings with the Samaritans 1, that is, 


none they could avoid, no communication but 
what neceſſity drove them to. Nay, as they 
look'd on the Samaritans as apoſtates, and 
corrupters of their ap. =: in our language, 
as hereticks, ſo when they would load any one 
with infamy, they ſtiled him, Samaritan “. 

No doubt, this ſpirit on the Fews fide kindled 
the ſame on the other : and indeed the Samari- 


tans here prove it ; in that they deny our Sa- 


viour a paſſage or any refreſhment, becauſe 
they found he was on the Fews ſide of the queſ- 
tion, that Jeruſalem, and not Cerizim was the 


place of worſhip: which was the grand contro- 


verſy between them 3. | 
From hence we ſee what actuated and influen- 
ced the diſciples at this time. Here was a great 
zeal for truth, which tho* matter of controver- 
ſy before, they thought was now fully decided 
by their maſter's going up to Feruſalem himſelf: 
the Samaritans, they probably ſaid, might ſee it 
if they would, when a perſon ſo celebrated for 
extraordinary works went up thither himſelf ; 
it was nothing but obſtinacy that prevented it. 
Here was alſo a great zeal for the honour of 


their maſter : they could not bear he ſhould be 


treated in ſo ignominious a manner, as to be 
denied the offices of humanity ; one that they 


| knew was ſo excellent a perſon, and whom they 


"I 


had in the higheſt regard. And hereupon, as the 
Samaritans would out of pure obſtinacy adhere to 
their opinion, and upon that account had uſed 
their maſter ſo diſhonourably, the diſciples thought 
it but a juſt expreſſion of their zeal for truth 
and regard for him, to implore a miraculous 
deſtruckion as Elijab had done with ſucceſs in, 
i Johnivg. * Jobn viii. 48. 3 714. iv. 19, 20. 

| . | what 
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ſpirit or che diſpoſition of their minds. But, 


II. Let us ſee what it was in this their ſpirit 
thar our Saviour here rebukes. rr very erte 
it was not merely their zeal for truth: their 
cauſe. was very good, our Lord himſelf being 
judge; it was in the matter of it a zeal for God? 


tectly oppoſed, Nor was it culpable in them 
to expreſs. a reſentment at the contemptuous 
inhumane treatment their maſter. received in 
perſon :' it was ſhocking to humanity 3 much 
more where there was affection, and that ſo de- 


Saviour's rebuke ſeems. principally to reſpect 
two things, CV x 51 
1. That their zeal was not pure and of a 


of the diſciples, and took occaſion from this 
treatment of their maſter and them to vent 
it ſelf. There were probably heart-hurhings be- 


gious differences, and having received this imme- 
diate affront from them, their revenge works 
under the cover of zeal for their maſter's ho- 


their maſter was thus uſed ; but where religious 


differences, as they do too often, tho* why. I 

can't conceiye, have rancoured into ill will and 

prejudice, the fire uſually keeps in a great while, 

ad takes every opportunity of blazing out, 

| | we: „ * whilſt 
| 


what they chought, a like caſe This was thels 


dad 1 
as it was an undoubted important truth, the, 
matter of God's expreſs command to their fore- 

| fathers: herein therefore a fervour of mind was 
but ſuitable when ſo important a truth was di- 


ſervedly placed, ſo juſtly merited. But our 


right kind. It is very probable a national ran- 
cour of mind mihgled it ſelf with this reſentment 


fore, great prejudices and ill- will from their reli. 


| nour. They might not probably be ſenſible of 
+ itthemſclves, as they felt not ſuch a flame ill 


. TT.... EN ͤ eeTOS cox 


whilſt it ſhe]ters itſelf under anot her name more 
creditable than its owa. Methinks our Lord's 
rebuke in this view of it may be thus para- 
phraſed. Tou do not attend to the affection 
« of mind that now influences: you think you. 
« are animated ang. excited by the diſhonour, 
J have ſuſtained, that your reſentments are 
« purely p90 mY account: hut, there is an- 
« other affection, a baſe one, intereſting it ſelf: 
« you are actuated by an evil ſpirit, that of 
„ revenge: you don't {ee how great a ſhare 
« there is * perſonal motive and ſelf end.“ 
*T'was paſſion, not zeal ; one of the furies, not 
one of the graces ; or at leaſt, there was ſuch 
a mixture of the former, as entirely deſtroy d 
the goodneſs of the latter. The ſame act may 
proceed from very different cauſes : that may. 
carry the face of a love of truth and a con- 
cern for the honour of a Saviour, which may 
ſpring purely from a party ſpirit, and a re- 
vengeful diſpoſition; which ſeems to be the 
caſe here: and the action was denominated by 
our Lord, moſt juſtly, from the principles that 
mainly animated and influenced. The diſciples 
were tranſported too much by far for a purely 7 
ſacred zeal : their Zeal was that St. James ſtiles 
a bitter one, and condemns ?. Their minds 
were impregnated with malice and hatred, and 
theſe ſo mingled themſelyes with their better 
affections, as poiſoned their ſpirit, and rendred 
them tranſgreilors : ſo that our Saviour, tho? 
he knew they were moyed upon his account, 
at the affront he had ſuſtained, yet, from the 
prevalency of revenge, he only looks upon them 
as Poor angry nen. | | | 
2. The method they took to vindicate their 
| 1 Fames iii. 14. 


maſter, 


| | Ly e 


42 
| Halter, and revenge his quarrel was criminal 
and unjuſtifiable. The Samaritans would not 
receive Chriſt, nor ſo much as give him any 
refreſhment, becauſe he took the Ferwws ſide in 
the diſpute between. them and the Samaritans as 
to the place of my upon which nothing 
will ſerve the diſciples but heaven muſt take up 
the quarrel, and nothing leſs than their de- 
ſtruction will ſufice. It is not certain whether 
they thought themſelves ſufficiently empowered 
for this, but in reſpect to their maſter would 
firſt have his leave; or whether they now aſk 
him to empower them: but however that be, 
they diſcover a very cruel diſpoſition, as they 
expreſs their good wiſhes, and could rejoice in 
ſuch an event. Such infidels and hereticks are 
not fit, ſay they, to live; and therefore they 
are for diſpatching, and taking them out of the 
- Way. But this the Saviour of the world would, 
by. no means admit : they v probably to 
retrieve his honour, but in fact betrayed it: 
and therefore inſtead of joining iſſue with them 
as they expected and ſeemed to hope, he turns 
their propoſals upon themſelves, into a rebuke 
of the wretched ſpirit they diſcovered: it was 
ſich a one he tells them as did not belong to 
his diſciples. Its plain he reproves them as his 
diſciples, becauſe he ſets the general deſign of 
his ow# coming, againſt their diſpoſition and 
method of proceedings; with which if they com- 
par'd it, they would find it was moſt unſuitable. 
and oppoſite z and therefore it could never be 
pleaſing to him, nor becoming them. He diſ- 
Claims ſuch a zeal for him, and hereby forbids 
it in any that call themſelves his diſciples, ich 


is cruel and deſtructive in its operation, however 
ſpecious or juſt it may be in its intention. ms 
; al 


25 fa} 
that ſuch a ſpirit and proceeding is peculiart 
criminal in you that call — Taba 4 

TIANS upon any pretenſions of zeal, honour, or 

regard to Chrilt is very evident, For; to be» 

gin gradually, wt TA + + T4. 

1. We have no warrant from our maſter to 

uſe any ſuch methods in his vindication, or for 
the promoting his honour in the world. Is it 
the chriſtian's duty to appear for his maſter, 
to bear his teſtimony againſt every thing in- 
jurious to his name, truth, and intereſt? then 
certainly, in this reſpect, as well as in every 
other, he hath received commandment from 
his maſter as to the method of proceeding. It 
is not ſuppoſable, when, as abundant experi. 
ence tells us, ſuch perſonal picques and reſent- 
ments may ſo inſenſibly mingle themſelves with - 
our zeal for him, that he would leave us with- 
out direction in this caſe: this would I think 
warrant the concluſion, that we had nothing to 

do in the vindication of his name and truth; 
that he did not require what he had given us no 
rules about : but if he hath made this an article 
of duty, and hath accordingly preſcribed to 
us in this caſe, *tis a contradiction to the very 
name of a diſciple to act without a warrant, or 
to imagine that any ways or methods that we 
propoſe ſhould be equally agreeable to him: 

The diſciples in the text, tho' fir'd with the 

reſentment and exceedingly mad againſt the Sa. 

maritans, yet thought it fit, as their maſter was 
with them, and the cauſe ſo immediately his, 
not to act of their own heads, ſuppoſing they 
had a power in their hands; but to receive an 
order from him before they proceeded todeſtroy 
them. But-from our Saviour's rebuke and re- 
fuſing any ſuch warrant, it is very evident, that 
B2 methods 


tal 
methods of fire and faggot, of i priſonmentz 
and corporal ſufferings are not authorized by 
him, as methods of vindicating his honour, 7 
his truths. And where is there any ſhadow of 
a preſcription, any feaſible en for ſuch | 
ayags of proceeding in ſuch cafes? _ 

The Nomiſb church indeed by the light of 
cheit fiery: zeal can ſee ſuch a watrant in thoſe 
words of our Saviour's parable, compel them to 
come in * : that is, they can ſee plundering, 
impriſoning, hanging, breaking on the wheel, 
and burning at a ſtake, in thoſe words: they 
can diſcern a commiſſion given to them in par- 
ticular of dragging to puniſhment, and of treat. 
ing men with any degrees of barbarity they 
judge requiſite, in an expreſs | invitation to a feaſt : 

they can ſee an order from our Lord in thoſe 
words, to beat men into a new ſcheme of thoughts; 
to melt down opinions by fire; and to render 
the wills of men pliable by breaking their limbs. 
| Wonderful ſagacity this ! it is mighty well the 
poor peoples eyes are put out, and that they, 
as the firſt principle of Heir religion, are bound 
to believe all — the church ſays to be true; 
or otherwiſe common ſenſe might rebel againſt 
infallibility it ſelf. But we muſt, and may 7 with 
all reaſon in the world, demand a warrant for 
ſuch a method of proceeding in the moſt ex- 
preſs, indiſputable and poſitive terms, before we 
can allow it juſtifiable in them, or in any other: 
and they muſt not think us impertinent, if in 
1 on of ſuch conſequence, and wherein 
bein and blood as well as conſcience is ſo im- 
mediately concerned, we inſiſt upon it, in ſo 
_ letters and ſyllables. 
2. Such a ſpiritand proceeding, is dire&ly con: 


T Like xiv. 23. 
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trary 


as 


(73 ] - 
ttary to the very genius of the gofpel. No prince 
. ak work e Moſer te or enen 
act upon will reclaim, except a popiſh infallibilt- 
y, when we ſay, That every interpretation of a 
ingle text contrary to the genius of the goſpel, muſt 
be ae As to the - re and complection of the 
goſpel, r 3 e caſe before us, there can 
te no diſpute. The foundation principle upon 
which all the precepts reſpecting our neighbour 
are built, is LOVE and CHARIT Y: tis the 
ſum and abridgment of all the duties reſpecting 
our fellow creatures: Upon this they are all 
formed, from hence they are to flow; as indeed 
they are but /ove diverſified RO parti- 
cular occaſions and circumſtances . This 1s the 
diſtinguiſhing badge of Chriſt's diſciples: it is 
of infinitely more value, and more the mark of 
a true chriſtian than any extraordinary gifts; 
more than infallibility it ſelf *. As chriſtians we 
are obliged by the expreſs order of our Maiter, 
without any exemption as to ſtation or ſituation, 
to love our enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us, to 
do good to them that hate us, and to pray for them 
that perſecute us *. Can this in any circumſtance 
be reconciled with curfing, hating, and perſe- 
cuting any our ſelves ? Can fuch an exalted cha- 
rity as this be ever conſiſtent with actions that 
are void of humanity ? Further, we are obliged 
to put on as an habit, bowels of mercy, kind- 
neſs, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, to forbear one 
another under infirmities, and to forgive one 
another under injuries : and the better to ſecure 
the univerſal exerciſe of theſe affections, we are 
expreſsly required to diſcard their contraries *, _ 
Nor do the characters of others make any al- 


: Nom. xiii. 7 Gal. v. 14. * 1 Cor. xiii. 1, 2. 3 Mars. 
V. 44. * Colo. iii. 12. Eph. iv. 31, 32. E 1 
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5 141 
teration in the caſe : be they p Nn 
mies; our Lord hath: demanded a ove, ten. 
derneſs, and mercy towards them *, in ĩmitation 
of cur heavenly Father's mercy, which extends 
to thoſe that 24 an ungrateful and evil part to- 
wards him: are they realy oppoſers of the truth? 
we are allowed no more than meek inftruc- 
tion as a remedy for or as a teſtimony of 
our own zeal he truth *, And to a 
daes vile pretenſions of love and kindneſs, as 
ground of cruel and perſecuting methods, 
2 which the church of Rome ſhelters 3 it ſelf, 
our Saviour hath commanded us to love our 
neighbour as our ſelves, and in every reſpelt to att 
towards __ as in the like circumſtances we 
foould deſire they would act towards us : this car- 
ries the exerciſe of love and kindneſs to every 
e of privileges, liberties, Lade 
and welfare, wherein we can reaſonably de- 
ſire to be ſecure and eaſy our ſelves. The love 
required by the  goſpe 1 1 0 20 ill to its neigb- 
Bour, but as to cerity and manner of its ex- 
erciſe, is like that we owe * to our ſelves. 
In a word, the ſpirit of the g | is all ſweet» 
neſs, gentleneſs, and Wheel 5 it obliges us not 
only to * the ſalvation of the ſouls of others, 
but alſo their temporal welfare and happineſs: 
oo thereby hath demonſtrated, that the tortur- 
of the 8 and taking away life, is none 
0 its methods of ſaving the ſoul. But it may 
be ſaid, theſe rules only reſpect our treatment of 
others as they offend and injure us; but that 
when the honour of God, and the intereſt of 
Chriſt and religion are e aged 8 


are juſtifiable and neceſſary. —— 4 I would 
aſk whether Chrift bimſelf will be allowed to have 


| had 


: Luke vi. 35, 36. 2 Tim: ii. 24, 25. 


: uy}. | 
hack a due regard to his father's honour, or the 
intereſt of truth; or whether he had wiſdom: - 
enough to diſcern. the merhods that were beſt 

adapted to thoſe ends? If this be allowed, as 1 
hope it will, let us then Yu NE . 

3. Conſider bis temper and behaviour when in 
the world, under the character of a teacher come a 
from God, and profeſſing in all things to aim at 
the honour of his father. What were the reign- 

ing qualities of Bis ſoul ? were they not benefi- 
cence, meekneſs, compaſſion, and patience ? 

He was often openly reviled to his face; treated 
with contempt as from theſe Samaritans ; charg- 
ed as a confederate. with Satan, as an impoſtor 
and ſorcerer; his moſt beneficent acts turned in- 
to matter of calumny, his miracles traduced z- 
and all this, whilſt he was fully qualified to have 
vindicated himſelf, and effectually to have filen- | 
ced his oppoſers, by his own omniperence . But, | 
did he ever once uſe his power to theſe purpoſes ? | 

Did he ever work a miracle for the deſtruction of 
the moſt perverſe or malicious creature? Did he 
ever wither an hand for being ſtretch'd out Þ 
againſt him? Did he ever ſtrike any dumb for | 
their known calumny and reproaches? No; he | 
reſtored limbs to the maimed, he opened the | 
mouths of the dumb, he went about doing good, 
and healing all that would apply to him, tho“ 
the moſt inveterate againſt him. When he ſi- | 
lenced, *twas by reaſon and argument; not by Bt 
torture : when he made any uneaſy, *twas by | 
the force of truth: his concern was to reſcue 
from the devil, and he healed many that were 
oppreſſed by him; but he ſent none to the devil. 

e came with a deſign indeed to gather diſciples, 
and to render his the catholick religion; but he 


1 Fobn xviii. 6. Matt. xxvi. 53: 


never 
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neuer uſed. violence to gain qne, nor uſed ahbe 
ſword to keep any. Never was there ſuch a cha- 
rity to the ſouls of men, nor ſuch a concern for 
their everlaſting welfare, as in himſelf; whilſt, 
yet if reaſon, evidence, and conviction would 
not prevail, he left them, without the leaſt in- 
jury either as to perſon or property. The only 
converſions to his religion that be ſought were 
grounded in the full perſuaſion of the mind, and 
evidenced. by the choice of, the will: this his 
ſtile evidences: when he would proſelyte any, 
he uſes no force or compulſion, but requires it 
as an act of their own wills ; he only ſays, V 
any one will come after me 5 if any man Will be ny 
diſciple : when he propoſed his arguments for 
their conviction, he doth not enforce them by 
corporal ſeverities; he only demanded. their at- 
tention and the due uſe of their faculties ; he 
only ſaid, He that hath ears to hear, let him 
bear: when thro' obſtinacy and prejudice, the 
Jews prov'd themſelves avowed enemies to truth, 
he calls for no rack, he calls for no flames to 
ſubdue their prejudice; he only endeavours to 
expoſe them to themſelves, and to excite their 
conſciences to do their office under the unreaſon- 
ableneſs of their infidelity ; 4whith of you convin- 
ceth me of jin? if what ] ſay is not the truth, con- 
vict me; and if I ſay the truth, why do you not 
believe me * ? Nay further, when he was under 
apprehenſions of his diſciples revolt, he uſes no 
compulſion to detain them; nor doth he deſtroy 
them, that he may ſend them, whilſt good 
chriſtians, to heaven ; he leaves them at liberty, 
tho* under a moſt moving addreſs, ſaving, Will 
ye alſo go away * ? He took all occaſions for 
mercy, and ſought to make every thing an occa- 
2 Fobnviii 46. 2 John vi. 67. 
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or; : he {Kd ever appearance of e 
Ad A he 95 id woule Tm ſuffer. ging 
uf . ae they Hud do ho good: he. xi pug | 
them with.no other commulſion chan inſtruftion 3 
with. no.other weapons but. miracles and perſua- 
Hons 3 ; Wich. no 'othe er revenge but. pra ers. This 
Was he 10 'of Fe 45, this was, his behaviour to- 
95 10 185 and: ereticks : : one, who from his 
15 e of f the heart. could not be miſtaken 

e in whoſe mouth there was nothing 
but 5 , 1nfallible truth 3 who confirm'd what 
be by miracles, and cou old have conſumed his Ie 
oppoſers, by, fire from Waal And as chis Was 
115 . And et under. reat inſtances of 

ſhonour ppo ſition to his truth, the ſame 
0 his e 0 N cover when fully qualified and 
inſt rudted i in ele office: they, followed him in 
Is meckneſs, compallion,. and gentleneſs ;. and 
ex: have left it as a, command, that. all who are 
hriltians be herein followers of their Maſter and 
heme J ag t the rei ing ſpirit of the goſpel, 
and of ; its divine and enen Author. From 
hence we argue, 

4., That to ſup oſe ſuch a fiery and furious 
phockiing ag: any, neceſſary to maintain 
the honour of G and his truths, is accom- 
F ied \ with the greateſt a 5 We in. the world. 
fany 1 acquainted Wit goſſ pel, it can be 
nothing, but wiltu] W ic they ſee not 
the repugnancy of all rage, fire, and flame, to the 
ſpirit of the goſpel and che example | of Jeſus: 
and upon EE. a ſuppolition' how prepoſterous 
is the thought, that ſuch a method of acting 
Jets, be neceſſary to ſecure the honour of this 

or the. truths of this goſp I. For It 

a downrig ht contradiction an inconſiſtency. 
Can we more < effeQually diſhonour both the = | 

an 


1. 


TI 


and the other, than by a ſpirit and vrattle di. 


rectly contrary to what is exhibired 44 enjoined 
by both ? And 

A way evidenced by ſuch a ſpirit ?. Is itnot to 
' honour Chriſt by diſhonouring him? Surely he 
calls for no inſtance of zeal or regard to Oy 
ſelf at the expence of his ohm precepts. If it 
"were fo, his Kingdom would be divided againſt 
it felf in its very conſtitution 3 as one part of 


it would throw down the other: and we ſhould 


be denominated chriſtians both from our con- 
ö formity, and from nt ppoſition to himſelf. 

Further, this ſuppoſition is profane and a 
kind of blaſphemy. 70 70 pretend the honour 
of Chriſt as a ttificarion of our treating. others 
with fierceneſs and fury, is to entitle him and 
his goſpel to our inhumanity and brutiſhneſs : 
tis ro make him the 1 56 625 wrath, fury, vio- 
lence and hatred, ich are eſſentially vitious, 
and can never be conſecrated by any authority, 


or any pretended end or intention. To ſay that. 


the end ſanttifies the means, as ſuch a ſpirit and 
practice doth, is directly to ſpeak wickedly for 
God; *tis impious; tis : maxim that may fa- 
ther any thing in the world upon- him, and ren- 


ders Chriſt a confederate wit 1h devil. The 


apoſtle ſpeaks of it with the utmoſt abhorrence, 
and ſays tis a vile ſlander upon chriſtianity to 
draw ſuch a maxim from any thing therein *, as 
that evil may be done for a good end. Were i it ſo, 
it would neceſſarily follow that robbery, murder, 


or any brutal and deviliſh roceedings would 


| ceaſe to be ſins, when committed out of a zeal 


for Chriſt : but pray, what is the repreſentation 


we give of him all this while, when by this we 
declare that his cauſe needs our lies and villanies 


. 7 Rom. ii. 8. 
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for 


can the honour of either Then be 
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chaſed this way ? Nothing ca be more offenſive 


to God than to offer a fin in facrifice to him; or 
which is the ſame thing, out of zeal for him to 
throw our fellow creatures into the fire as obla- 
tions. to himſelf. Sad ſyſtem of prion that! 
0 d by inhu- 
requires or ad- 
mits of mens going to the devil to defend it. But 
ſo, I truly think, their behaviour is juſtly ſtiled, 


which can be, or needs to be i appar 
manity. Vile cauſe that! whic 


who, in honour to Chriſt or his truths and reli- 
gion, are employing violence, force, fierceneſs, 


or corporal puniſhments againit others, either 
under the notion of e or infidels. This 
removes all the barriers ſet between virtue and 
vice; and all that is ſhocking and repugnant 
to humanity, all the temporal miſeries, that the 


prince of peace came to deliver the world from, 
trail after this execrable zeal. They then that 
take this method, vilify the goſpel more than 
any others do by mere infidelity: they diſho- 
nour the Saviour of the world however they may 


foam with a pretended zeal: for tbe ſon of man. 


did not come to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave 
them. a | | 


We now come to apply this ſubject ſuitably 


to the deſign of authority in ſetting this day a. 
part, as a memorial of the divine goodneſs in 


the nation's deliverance from the deſigns of a 


reſtleſs cruel party, a century ago : to which 


we cannot but ſubjoin a more thorough, and ag 
amazing a deliverance from their power and prin- 
ciples in a much later revolution-; by ane, Tr 
e 


as well as imploy'd by providence to bleſs 


mankind ; I mean Kine WILLIAM. A revolu- 
tion, that reſtor'd us to the bleſſed advantages 
of a proteſtant government, when we had been 
ts GW long 


for its ſupport, or that his favour is to be pur. 


- \ ; ; 


* 
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long harraſ?d by proceedings upon popit . 
When 


maxims, and under popiſh influences; and 


; wag tf * 94 f 1 £# 415ml Se 6; 
the nation, had no ſuch thing as pr wvilege left. - . 
The deſign of the government in ſerting apart 


. * "5 i 8 2 enn 1 
this day, was to engage our gratitude to Al- 


mighty God as bringing to light thoſe hidden 


: 44 q> #1 „5 n 1 * — 2 yy 
works of darkneſs, and, to keep up a juſt ab- 
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on 
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horrence of 'thoſe principles and that, religi 
which inſpires to f 

party, as they are t; EVE, 1 1 
of: God. 1 ſhould be "ry, glad, could. I con- 
tribute to both theſe good effects: to that end 


I choſe theſe words; and to that end I would 


* 


urge the following improvement of what hath 
been offered from them. 
1. Let us judge of pope 


: 


that communion z not the particular temper or 
behaviour of particular perſons 79 them; but 
the avowed doctrines, and the publickly approved 


Ende 1 tue 
principles and practices of their caſuiſts and coun- 


cils, and thoſe that have the direction of their 
conſciences. There may be ſome among them, 
no doubt, whoſe goodneſs of natural temper 
may over- rule the influence of their horrid prin- 
ciples: their natural humanity may preſerve 


them from the brutifying tendency of their reli- 
gion: but then it ought to be remembred, the 


principles of their. religion are ſtill the ſame. 


That is, it is {till their maxim, I bar ehey may 
do any evil to promote the good of their church: 


that, this ſanCtifies every means: that the peace | 


and welfare of their church lies in the miſery 


and defolation of the Proteſtant, churches: that 
as no faith is to be kept, fo no mercy is to be 
ſhewn to hereticks; to thoſe who are fo obſti- 


nate 


n. 
lch practices, and jultißes tb. 


Let us ii 7 both as to its prin- 
ciples' and practices from hence. We are not, 
as I ſaid before, conſidering the individuals in 


„„ -- +” 
nate as t6'withold their ſeriſes and underſtanding” 
when they demand them, and are fo rebellious: 
as to claim a right of uſing; them, to thoſe pur- 
poſes, for which they, principally received them 
from God. WG 
That they are not in this flanderouſly report. 
ed of, they themſelves have ſufficiently atteſted” 
cy did not forbid it. What bloody ſcenes do 
the moſt authentick hiſtories preſent us with, as 
to what hath been done in France, Ireland, and 
every where indeed, when they have fer about 
converſions, or there hath been any fair oppor- 
tunity of reducing an heretical kingdom to the 
ſee of Rome ? If we may believe a great man 


of their own communion, the maſſacre in Paris ' 


was a pitch of batbarity beyond any thing that 
former ages had ſeen : but the fame principles 
and ſpirit carried it ſince to ſtill an higher pitch. 
in Jrelaud. It is now, bleſſed be God, a con- 
ſiderable time ſince we have experienced their 
tender mercies to any degree; tho' whilſt we 
have a Book of Martyrs we cannot ſurely be at 
a loſs or forget what they are. But leſt their 
hand ſhould be out, or humanity prevail among 
them too much, their off aching the goſpel Is 
chiefly preaching hatred and blood, alienating 
and enraging the minds of the common people 
againft all our of their communion, till they 
have work'd up their blind deluded votaries to a 
conſtant readineſs for plots and maſfacres, and 
to believe that in deftroying others they ate realy 
ſerving God. 

If acts are to be any way judg'd of from their 
deſtructive influence on ſocieties, as well as by 
their contrariety to the rules of the goſpel, there 
ate few in my account that more deſerve the ſe- 
Che | | verity 


verity of the magiſtrate, than the preaching up 
perſecution :. this can never take ſhelter” un- 
der opinions in religion, in which every man is 
to ſtand or fall ws, 1 3 any more than 
the preaching up of murder or plunder, or any 
other univerſally acknowledg d immorality could 
do; for indeed F is a collection of im- 
moralities: and if the peace of ſociety is the im- 
mediate care of the magiſtrate, nothing can more 
Properly fall under his eognizance, than this, 
which is a direct violation of the peace, and a 
kindling a flame in a kingdom, which of all o- 
thers is by {ad experience found to be the hardeſt 
to extinguiſh. But to return, S 
The Papiſts have a court, which, from their 
affection to it, they ſtile the Hol y court of in- 
quiſition ; the proceedings in which almoſt ex- 
ceed our belief; being in its very conſtitution de- 
ſigned to deſtroy mens lives : that is not all ; for 
tis torment they intend more than death; *tis a 
ſlow cruelty : inſomuch that the ſufferers would 
acknowledge it a degree of compaſſion, when 
once in their hands, if they might be diſpatch'd 
as ſpeedily as the diſciples would have diſpoſed 
_ of the Sqmaritans: and what is ſtill an addi- 
_ tional barbarity, they pretend all kindneſs and 
tenderneſs for the poor creature, as acting for 
his good, diſclaiming all intentions of his ſuffer- 
ing beyond what a concern for his ſoul obliges 
them to. What, play the wanton in mens fa 
ferings; in ſufferings they are the authors of! 
This is igſolent cruelty. The nature of man is 
not ſo degenerated, except by an education in 
that church, as to hear of theſe things without 
horror; but *tis an additional ſhock to find ſuch 
a ſpirit and practice ſheltered under the name of 
chriſtian ; under a zeal tor the Father of 9 
an 


: 
* 
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ind the God of love. Impicus blaſphemy '! to 
aſſume ſuch a name, when the very /pirit of Je- 
ſus and his goſpel hath no place in their reli- 
gion; Wen dez are as great enemies to merey 
as to reaſon; when their religion is rage, and 
their zeal barbarity. If they underſtand their 
own religion they derive their | cruelty from: 
thence ;, as an eſſential branch of it lies in extir- 
pating hereſy; and if they are true ſons of the 
church, all their humanity muſt trackle, ' and 
their morals become ſlaves, to their zeal. This 
is authorized; this is meritorious. * — _ 
not calumn ws gravation appears from thei 
\ councils and canoniſts: and 1 cruelty like 
that yu principle? What way of cure remains 
for thoſe, or what remains of humanity in them 
for others to fly to, who are taught by no leſs 
penalty than damnation, and by no leſs re- 
ward than paradife, to be ſavage to all that are 
not of their communion ? Let us then judge of 
that church by the ſpirit and practice among 
them, and as *ris eſtabliſh*d as chriſtian and ca- 
tholick: and herein we ſhall follow a good guide, 
even our Lord himſelf, who hath taught us to 
diſtinguiſh impoſtors with all their pretenſions 
to infallible interpretations, by their fruits . 
Baut have theſe men nothing to ſay for them- 
ſelves? J am ſure they ſhould have a good deal, 
and what is very plauſible and ſpecious, before 
they butcher and ſacrifice their fellow creatures. 
Sure when I fee ſuch dreadful conſequences riſing 
from any principle, I would be as ſure of its 
truth as I am of any fr/t principle, before I 
would venture to act upon it: that they are fo, 
the beſt proof they give is their aurtlenting pro- 
cedure in ſuch barbarous work. As for argu- 
| K | 


"meat. 


tage, upon e ? 37 
che church of Me HED that thoſe . 


are hereticks? Jet them underſtand the 7 | 


they will, the diſciples could plead the fame 5 
to the Samaritans, \ who. Were, in, "RIPE, as, 

moſt important point, v4z.. the place wh ere 5d 
had appointed his. worſhip to be perfors ed, and 
that ,as-expreſs..as words. could, K. 1 25 


oth ſhe 
pretend e honqur of Chriſt, a d.of the fue 
religion? How much more had the. diſciples to 
ſay for themſelves as 1 for ; fare, on the La- 


-maritans,- when Chriſt in perſan was trated, with 
ſuch. diſdain and, zudeneſs, and when, this was 


owing to their 0 in point of 1 as to * 


place of worſhip ?. Do they ground 
tions upon any commiſſion given to the 0 0 
Peter ? The diſciples had den ce times 
more a plea from the practice of Elijab ; Which 
yet was not allowed as a pattern or precedent to 
them: they were under quite another diſpenſa- 
tion; they were to treat ſuch as the 3 
i a very different manner, as they were under 
| different. circumſtances... Jay, I might.: add, 
that could. theſe diſciples have. preyailed: r this 


ſupernatural fire, the honour, of their, rand 


* 70 truth had been infinitely. more promoted, 
all the fires that the Ramiſh church hath 
Lande When they carry a poor victim to the 
ſtake, they drown the feeble cries of innocency, 
by their odious clamours of the. glory of God, 
and the good of the church: hut what do they 
prove thereby, beſides the vileneſs of their own 


ſpirit and hy pocriſy, and the hatefulneſs of 1 their 


on principles? And 1 we. uld only deſire one 
thing of them, Which i is in "heir way as workers 
| of 
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much boaſt, is by the deſtruction of all that op 
poſe them. May we not be aſſured by the wk 

titude of precedents what we may expect, when- 
ever we are at the mercy of that religion; (ſtiled 
a religion, only as any principles and practices 
may 


| 
8 
8 


may be, reſpecting divine matters, or for walt 
of another word to expreſs it.) Their principles 
are ſtill the ſame, and our principles and faith 
as hateful as ever: ' where they prevail, ſenſe and 
reaſon, law, property, right and liberty receive 
their ſignification entirely from the prince or 
, the prieſt; by which means they can plunder 
without robbery, murder without injury, and 
rack without cruelty. Bleſſed be God, that we 
have as at this day ſuch an argument to grati- 
tude, as the being from under a popiſb yote, and ate 
not obliged to take what their tender mercies would 
diſpenſe] Our deliverance is owing to an amazing 
ſcene of providence. Oh!] that a ſenſe of a pro- 
vidence were but revived, and become univerſal; 
that when we have ſo many freſh and continued 
_ appearances of that kind, they might be im- 
proved as ſenfible memorials of the divine good- 
neſs: and as a teſtimony of our gratitude, let 
us heartily engage in a general reformation : for 
T-am' perſuaded, if ever popery prevails again 
amongſt us, vice will introduce it, both as a 
natural means, by deſtroying principle and con- 
ſcience, and as a judgment of God upon us under 
ſuch a degeneraſ yr. e 
3. Let us take care of our own ſpirits, and 
check every degree of ſuch a temper as Chriſt 
condemns in the text. Tis much eaſier to ſee 
the evil of ſuch a ſpirit in others, than in our 
ſelves ; bur it muſt be acknowledged at leaſt 
equaly criminal in our ſelves as in others, in pro- 
portion to its degree. Might I be allowed to 
Introduce my ſelf into a difcourſe; I do ſolemn- 
1y declare, that were I now to chooſe my com- 
munion, I ſhould be greatly governed by this; 
M bat ſpirit and temper prevailed in the ſeveral 
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Avi ions among,cbriftions: I ſhould, in this ſenſe 
try the ſpirits'3 and that which came the; neareſt 
to the goſpel as to love, gentleneſs, meekneſs, 


forbearance, brotherly kindneſs and charity; 
and that which came neareſt to the Catholict en- 
larged exerciſes of theſe; without which qualifi- 
cation they are not the graces and virtues of the 
goſpel *, that, I ſay, I ſhould embrace. What- 


ever uncertainty. I might be in as to ſome diſput- 


ed doctrines, I might be fare ſuch a ſpirit was 


from above, *rwas the ſpirit of Jeſus, *twas the 
_ temper of the goſpel, '*twas the ſpirit of hea- 


ven: and where it did prevail, that party muſt 


be right in truths! more important than any in 


which they could miſtake, or differ from 
others. „ „„ oY 1 
We ſtile our ſelves diſciples of Chriſt; if we 
are realy ſo, it muſt appear by the ſpirit and 
practice that was his ol. His was entirely a- 


dapted to meeken and ſoften, to ſweeten and en- 


large: and herein, not more calculated to the 
benefit of the world, than to the happineſs of 
the perſon who is herein like his Lord. All cru- 
elty and fire, all revenge, narrowneſs/and- bit- 
terneſs, e/pecialy in matters of religion is carried off 
by chriſtianity, as far as it is admitted to pre- 


vail: witneſs the apoſtle Paul, who from a fierce 


perſecutor, when a Few, of thoſe that oppofed 
him as a Few ; yet when he was truly initiated 
into chriſtianity, he became a fine, an amazing 
pattern of gentleneſs and ſweetneſs under greater 
oppoſition. Thoſe luſts of the fleſh, thoſe works 
of the fleth are the ſupport of all fal/e religions; 


they have no propriety but as the attendants of 


Matt. v. 46, 47, 48. „ eat] 
W223 abſurdities 
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abſurdities and lyes 3 they bring any doftrine 
juſtly into queſtion to whoſe aid they are called, 
either for & 


* 5 


a dealer in blood, as their moſt favourite opini- 
ons are contradictions to ſenſe, and impoſitions 
on the underſtanding. Policy alone would lead 
to ways of love and meekneſs, did we but un- 
derſtand humane nature: but chriſtians are 
to avoid every thing of their contraries for a 
much better reaſon, Our Maſter hath forbid it. 
He would not allow it in his diſciples ; why 
"ſhould we think he will allow it in us? He 
requires a zeal, and he deſerves it ; but *tis 
a zeal accompanied with charity ; not rage 
and barbarity : whatever zeal is not thus at- 
tended, it is nothing better than the effects of 
a bad education or as bad a natural temper, 
the ſow'rneſs of a party, or a trick to accom- 
pliſh ſome ill defign. He demands a concern 
for his honour and his truths, but he hath pre- 
ſcribed himſelf the way to expreſs it; viz. by 
inſtruction, by reproof, by evidence and ra- 
tional conviction, managed with the ſpirit of 
meekneſs. We are no more permitted to hurt 
the bodies of others on his account, than to 
deſtroy their ſouls: and as for promoting his 
truths that way, tis monſtrous ' abſurdity, as 
*tis impoſſible to convince any body in their 
_ ſenſes, that pains, penalties and ſufferings when 
laid on the account of truth, flow either from 
chriſtian charity, or a love of truth. Do others 
differ from us; is it in matters that we lay a 
ſtreſs upon? don't let anger and wrath take 
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up the controyerſy; for the wrath of man 
cannot work the Tighteouſneſs of God * : be- 
ſides, we know not where it will ſtop: ' men 


eaſily proceed from uncharitable tempers to 
cruel actions; and therefore the former 'hould 


be ſuppreſs'd for the fake of the latter. Let 


us take care we do not by any inſtance of vio- 
lence or ſeverity on the account of truth, 


tempt men to hypocriſy, or make ſincerity 
P 


dangerous or uneaſy : by this we ſhall f 


all religion at once; and though we ſhould 
make ever ſo many profeſſed converts by it 


to our opinions, it muſt be at the expence of 
our maſter's intereſt; as what initiates them 
into our party, disfranchiſes them as to all 
the privileges of his kingdom : for what reli- 
gion without fincerity ! Abſtain from all ob- 
lique arts, or indirect proceedings; ſuch as 


branding with odious names, uncharitable ſug- 


geſtions, undermining character and reputa- 
tion. That theſe are a kind of perſecution 


is evident, not only from the nature of the 


thing, bur from the employment of them by 


the zealots. of all parties, to ſerve the pur- 


ſes of their hatred and ill-will. Theſe me- 
thods proceed from the ſame ſpirit that calls 
down fire from heaven, and kindles fires on 
earth. Theſe were Fulian's methods; who 


would not appear to be the perſecutor of the 
_ chriſtians from the odiouſneſs of the ſtyle, and 
| left the ſe& ſhould by that means grow; his 


aim was to do as much miſchief as he could, by 
as little noiſe as might be ; and therefore he 7 
took himſelf ro the ſtyle of infamy and reproa 


e 


whereby 


ed 


El 


| 
1 
| 


"a | | 
whereby they were beoaghe, under the hand of - 


the ignorant multitude, an into 
cauſe and arguments ſu pre. zel keene | 


have not ſo Tongs 57 „Lam very ſure; wy 
have not, if we have learned the truth. al it is 
in Feſus. As we profeſs a purer fai 

piſts, let us diſcover a better ſpirit; pt 
ſuitable to truth. The chriſtian aich when it 
works naturaly, works not by force, but by 
love: and the wiſdom that is from above i 1125 fall : 
of benignity and goodneſs. Let us then feave 
all the ſymptoms of a perſecuting temper to 
them: let them accompany their abſurd religion, 
as they are moſt; fit to go together. T'is juſt 
matter of grief to find any ching of ſuch, a ſpi- 
rit among proteſtants: but we have this to ſay 
that it is only | a perſonal charge; that it d oth 
not flow from their principles as Proteſtants, any 
more than from their religion as chriſtians, It 
is matter of aſtoniſhment, to find the very chriſ- 
tianity of thoſe perſons called into queſtion, who 
will not abet and fall in with the fiery methods 
of others: that charity Ae be accounted, he- 
reſy; and that the believing perſons may be 
ſaved without the particular mark of any parti- 
cular ſect, ſhould denote a reprobate. O hap- 
py day that reſtored our bibles to us : invalu- 
able book! that, amongſt other moſt endearing 
diſcoveries, aſſures us, that the merciful Saviour 
of the world will be « our Judge at laſt, and . 
men. 

And now what remains, way that we. unite 
our fervent prayers and endeavours, as the diſci- 
ples of the meek, merciful, compaſſionate, Sa- 
viour of the world, that he may dwell in our 
h by faith, and that we may be inſpired 
with 
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SE RR, 
with his ſpirit, That as the moſt purt and hoi 
ſouls above are all flame in love and goodneſs, | 
our zeal and flame may be of the ſame kind 
with theirs. | May we burn with love to our di- 
vine Maſter, and with the pureſt affections to- 
ward all our fellow-ſervants': may we ſhine in 
his reſemblance, and by a conformity to his 
holy life: finaly, by living in ſove, and being 
equaly zealous for truth and love, may we ob- 
tain the preſence of the God of love in its moſt 
deſirable effects, and at laſt reach that moſt at. 
tractive ſtate of perfect light, peace and love. 
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